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(ii) THE FIGHT FOR SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE
From the. first no one had liked Balliol. Yet when a king
of England showed that he meant to conquer Scotland and Scotland
make it part of his kingdom by force, the whole of Scotland in arras
determined to resist.    Hitherto Edward had had, in the
main, to deal with the Scottish barons, some of whom were
of mixed Norman descent, practically all of whom had
absorbed the feudal sentiment of fealty to the liege lord.
Now he had to encounter something quite different, Scot-
land in arms against him.
The hero round whom this national spirit gathered was
Sir William Wallace, a great soldier and a good man. He wmiam
was joined by a considerable force, though few nobles sup- Wallace
ported him; cither they thought his cause too hopeless to
risk their estates, and so were lukewarm, or they were
jealous of him as an upstart. Warenne and Cressingham
moved from Berwick in search of him, and Wallace posted
himself near Stirling, Stirling Bridge was a place of great
military importance in Scotland; below it the Forth could
not be crossed by an army; close to the west lies a rugged
hill district; consequently Stirling commands the only easy
access from the south of Scotland to the north. Warenne
and Cressingham completely mismanaged the battle; their
advance guard was in time to seize the bridge, but retired
again. The next day Cressingham insisted on an attack
though Wallace was now within easy reach of the bridge
and the causeway leading northwards from it, and the
English would have to cross it slowly, two by two, for it
was narrow; not even when an easy ford close by was
pointed out would Cressingham wait to use it.
Wallace coolly waited till a third of their force was over,
then attacked, seized the causeway head, and cut to pieces The^ ^
the body who had crossed, while their comrades stood help- stirung
less on the other bank,   Cressingham himself fell in the (129$*
fight, and the whole force was scattered in headlong rout.